BY THE KING. 


eneral Faft to be beld throughout this Kingdome on the ſecond 
, Friday inevery Moneth. yp 


_ Þ —— He a generall Faſt was firſt propounded unto V's, in contemplation of the miſeries of Our Kingdome 
SARS SN of Ireland, Wereadily gave Our Conſent unto it , and in Our Court, andin Our Perſon have duely 
obſerved it,as a Religious dary, fit to be exerciſed in a time of common Calamity. But when VVe 
f=—128/|| have ſeen what ill uſe hath been made of thoſe publicke meetings under the pretence of Religion, in 
ESD 3 Pulpits, and Prayers and Sermons of many ſedirious LeQurers to ftir up and continue the Rebellion 
RN raiſed againk Vs within this Kingdome ; And that thoſe, who hr moved and leemed to affca the 
reliefe of Our diſtreſſed Subje&s of Ireleyd, have deſerted the care thereof, and diverted che Mcancs ordained for the 
ſupport and preſervation of that Kingdome, tothe deſtruRion of Vs and of this Kin gdome of England : VVehave 
theughtit fir to Command that ſuch an Hypocriticall Faft, to the diſhonour of God, and the ſlander of true Religion 
beno longer continued and countenanced by Our Authority , which hath been too long continued already, to iuch 
falſcand T raiterous ends. And yer Y Ve beingdefirous(as by Our dutyto Almighty God V Veare bound)by all poſhble 
meanestoexprefle Our own Humiliation, and the Humiliation of Our People, for Our owne fins, and the ſins of this = 
Nation, (as V Ve have great cauſe) are refolvedto continue a Montbly Faft , but not onthe day formally appointed. 
/and fo much abuſed by thoſe who are in Rebellion againſt Vs , by uſing it as a principall Engine to their owne de- 
fignes, VVe doetherefore hereby Command, that from henceforth no Faits,'or publicke Meetings under that name 
be held en the laſt VVedneſday of the Monerh in any partof this Our Kingdome of Eugland, as for many Moneths it 
hath been, nor upon any other day, then as hereby is appointed by Vs,wiuch VVearec well afſured, none of Our Sub- 
 feAs may or ought to doe without, much lefle againft Our Command : bur inſtead thereof V Ve doe expreſly Charge 
and Command, That in all Churches and Chappells in zll parts of this Our Kingdome of Englandand Dominion of 
Wales, there be a ſolemne Faſt held, and Religiouſly obſeryed on the ſecond Friday in every Moncth , with publicke 
Prayers to God,and Preaching in all places where it may be had, when and where wemay all both Prince and People 
as one man, earneſtly powre out Our Prayers to God, for the diverting of his heavy judgements from Vs, for the con- 
tinuing of his Gracious ProteFioy over Vs and this Nation, for the avoyding of all Malitious praRices againſt Vs, and 
the ſctling and eſtabliſhing of a happy Peace amongſt us. And to the end that with one heart and voice we wuay 
forme {oReligiens an Exerciſe , we havecauſed deyout formes of Prayers to be Compoſed and Printed, and in- 
tendto diſperſe them into allthe parts of this Our Kingdome,and doc Command that they be uſed in all Churches and 
' Chappells atthe ſolenane and publicke meetings. And if thus we ſhall heartily and unfainedly apply Our ſelves to 
Our good God and Gracious Father, whom we have offended, and praiſe him for his many and even miraculous de- 
liverances paſt, we may with Comfort and Confidence hope that he will in mercy loeke upon Vs,and be reconciled = 
uato Vs, Gives at Onr (ourt as Oxford thi fifeb day of Oftober, in the ninctcenth year of Our Reigue. 


God ſave the RING. . 
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